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News Brief 
 

 People from all strata of life, including the representatives of political parties and diplomatic 

missions, civil society members, and police personnel paid yesterday their respect to those who lost 

their lives in the terror attack at Gulshan Holey Artisan Café. Meanwhile, State Minister for Foreign 

Affairs Shahriar Alam has expressed Bangladesh's gratitude towards individuals, foreign countries and 

governments for standing by Bangladesh during its "difficult one year" since the July 1 Gulshan café 

attack. He specially mentioned countries like Italy, Japan, India and the United States for standing by 

Bangladesh. State Minister in a post on his official Facebook page said the government led by Prime 

Minister Sheikh Hasina had been able to combat militancy to a large extent with support from all.  

 The aviation minister yesterday tried to assuage agitated exporters by assuring them of taking all 

necessary measures within a month to get the ban lifted on direct cargo to the European Union.“I hope 

this time we would be able to satisfy the EU,” said Rashed Khan Menon, Civil Aviation and Tourism 

Minister, after the emergency meeting arranged by exporters yesterday. Bangladesh raked in $18.68 

billion from its exports to the EU in fiscal 2015-16, which was 54.57 percent of the total receipts for the 

year.  

The government will build the third terminal at the Hazrat Shahjalal International Airport in Dhaka 

at a cost of Tk 136.14 billion to handle 12 million passengers by 2025. The state-run Civil Aviation 

Authority of Bangladesh recently sent a project proposal in this regard to the Planning Commission 

seeking its approval for starting construction works.  

 Bangladesh and China would install a 1,320 megawatt coal-fired power plant in joint venture at 

Payra as part of the government's plan to bring all people under electricity network. State Minister for 

Power, Energy and Mineral Resources Nasrul Hamid told the news agency yesterday that the state-

owned Rural Power Company Limited and Chinese state-owned Norinco International Ltd would install 

the power plant in the vicinity of Payra Seaport. 

Seventeen firms are vying for the contract to conduct a feasibility study on building a new 7.50-

million tonne per year capacity crude oil refinery near Payra Seaport to meet mounting oil demand. 

These firms including French Technip, German ILF and Scottish Wood Mackenzie have submitted 

expression of interests (EoIs) to carry out the feasibility study and build the refinery along with other 

facilities there. The Bangladesh Petroleum Corporation has planned to build a single-point mooring  

system and jetty along with storage facility centring the refinery. 

The BIMSTEC has taken a move to sign motor vehicle agreement (MVA) under the sub- regional 

forum of seven South and South East Asian countries for cross-border movement of multimodal 

transports. The BIMSTEC MVA is likely to be one of the outcomes of the group's next summit which is 

to celebrate 20 years of its founding this year. 

The eighth round of India-Bangladesh Friendship Dialogue will be held at Assam's city Guwahati 

with a three-day programme from today. State Minister for Foreign Affairs Md Shahriar Alam will 

attend the programme.  

 The National Board of Revenue exceeded the revenue collection target for the outgoing fiscal year 

2016-17 as it collected Tk 1,08,571 crore, up Tk 71 crore from the revised target of Tk 1,85,000 crore.  

The number of members under the „One House One Farm Project‟ now stands at 28.47 lakh. The 

project is aimed at ensuring rural development and poverty alleviation in the country. As of May 2017, 

out of the project's key activities, 15,961 cooperatives have been formed under the 3rd revision of the 

project. A total of 6.58 lakh new members have been enrolled under the freshly formed cooperatives. 

 DSEX, the key index of Dhaka Stock Exchange, advanced 1.00 per cent, or 56.97 points, over the 

week to stand at 5,656.08 points on Thursday after gaining 130 points in the previous week. 
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